


Colonial Times

Where were the Women?



Colonial Women—
Behind the scenes but there…

 During the 1600-1700s, traditional leadership roles were 
men‘s. 

 Women‘s names were not among the signers of the 
Constitution, nor are they mentioned in historical 
documents.

 This gave readers of history the impression that women 
were absent during the early American years.  Certainly, 
textbooks provide little testimony to women‘s contributions!

 Women‘s status was limited, but their spirit soared.  Early 
America felt their presence and their opinions did have an 
influence… 



Abigail Adams
1744—1818

 First Lady Abigail, notably 
influenced her husband, 
President John Adams 
and the political disputes 
that culminated in the 
Revolutionary war. 

 She shared deep interest 
in the controversies of the 
time.

 Some accused her of 
undue influence on the 
President. 

http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=2



Sacagawea
1788–1812 

 Sacagawea‘s role was 
to help negotiate safe 
and peaceful 
passages through 
tribal lands.

 She was the 
interpreter for Lewis 
and Clark during the 
U.S. government‘s 
first exploration of 
the Northwest. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nwa/sacajawea.html



Dolly Madison
1772—1849

 Dolly Madison was introduced to and eventually married 
James Madison, then Secretary of State.

 She became the official First Lady to President James 
Madison upon his inauguration.

 A Quaker coming from a family without wealth or 
rank, Dolly did not acquire ―the important parts of a 
young woman‘s education,‖ such as music, dancing, 
painting, and foreign languages.  Still, her great 
personal charm, warmth, and generosity won her 
many friends and admirers.  It is said that her 
enormous popularity as a hostess helped Madison get 
reelected to a second term.



When the British burned the White House in 1814,
in the midst of the confusion and terror, Dolly
removed the portrait of George Washington from
the house and saved it from the devastation that
followed.

Dolly Madison

http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=4



Molly Pitcher 

 In the smoke and fire of the  Battle of 
Monmouth in 1778, a private's young 
wife, Mrs. John Hays, carried water in 
a pitcher back and forth from a well to 
her husband and his fellow 
artillerymen, thus, coining the 
nickname, ―Molly Pitcher.”

 It is said that as the battle evolved, 
Molly's wounded husband found 
himself no longer able to fight; but 
Molly grabbed a rammer and kept the 
gun firing and served at the cannon for 
the remainder of the battle. 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/molly_pitcher.html



Molly Pitcher

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Molly_Pitcher_engraving.jpg 



Betsy Ross
1752—1836

 Proprietor of a Philadelphia 
upholsterer's shop, Elizabeth ‗Betsy‘ 
Ross is credited with making the 
first stars and stripes flag. 

 Attributing Betsy Ross as the maker 
of the flag is based on family 
tradition made public by her 
grandson William Canby in a paper 
delivered before the Pennsylvania 
Historical Society in 1870. 

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flaglife.html



Mercy Warren
1728—1814 

 Mercy Warren was close friends with Thomas Jefferson, 
John and Abigail Adams, James Winthrop, and 
Elbridge Gerry and considered by many, to be one of 
the most educated and brilliant woman of her time.

 Married to Revolutionary War leader James Warren, 
she wrote plays of a ―political nature‖ including, "The 
Group," a satire of Governor Hutchinson and other 
Tories. Her three-volume "History of the American 
Revolution" (1805) is valuable because of her first-hand 
knowledge of many of the key personalities of the war. 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/notable/warrenm/



Martha Washington
1732—1802

 At seventeen years old, Martha Dandridge married 
Daniel Parke Custis—a wealthy planter from eastern 
Virginia.  Custis died, leaving Martha with two 
children. 

 Martha was reputed to be the prettiest and wealthiest 
widow in Virginia.  She met Colonel George 
Washington in 1758 and were married a year later. 

 Mount Vernon was their home and Martha managed 
her husband's plantations in his absence. During the 
war she visited General Washington at his camp—
partaking of his honors and sharing in his anxieties, 
and hopes. 

http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=1



Phillis Wheatley
1753—1784 (circa)

 At the age of seven, Phillis (named after the slave ship that 
brought her to America) was sold to John and Susannah 
Wheatley as Mrs. Wheatley's personal servant. 

 At thirteen she wrote her first poem.  At 17, a poem she 
penned on the death of the evangelical preacher George 
Whitefield made her a Boston celebrity.  At 20 years of age, 
her poems were published in London. Poems on Various 
Subjects, Religious and Moral was the first book published 
by a Black American.

 Phillis was freed from slavery, and in 1778, married Dr. 
John Peters.  After an unhappy marriage, she returned to 
Boston, and died in poverty alone at the age of 30. 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/winter96/wheatley.html



1800s

Where were the Women?
Emerging Strongly 



Elizabeth Ann Seton
1774–1821 

 Born in New York City, Elizabeth Seton married a 
prominent merchant who died while they were 
living in Italy leaving her to raise five children.

 While living there she became Roman Catholic.
 She started a school in New York to support her 

family upon her return to the States. In 1808, she 
was invited by Bishop Carroll to open schools in 
Baltimore and Emmitsburg, MD.

 Seton founded St. Joseph‘s College for women, and 
founded an order of nuns, the Sisters of Charity.

 Beatified in 1963, and canonized in 1975, Mother 
Seton was the first native born American Saint.

http://www.emmitsburg.net/setonshrine/



Louisa May Alcott
1832—1888

 Louisa May Alcott was a prolific writer, having 
written  270 published works, including the 
literary classic, Little Women.

 Little Women endeared readers for over a 
century by portraying the ideals and values of 
middle class domestic life during that period and 
the resilience and strength of women.

 Little Women appeared continuously in print 
since its first serial publication in 1868-70. 

http://www.louisamayalcott.org/



Susan B. Anthony
1820—1906

 Many know about the ―Susan B. Anthony‖ 
dollar, but may not know about the woman 
herself.

 Her first reform efforts focused on antislavery 
and temperance, the campaign to curb alcohol. 
When she rose to speak at a convention she 
was told, "The sisters were not invited here to 
speak." 

 Anthony promptly took up women‘s rights as a 
primary cause. She was aware that the 
women‘s rights cause would not be won in her 
lifetime, but she held great hope for the future.

 In one of her last presentations, she looked out 
across the assembled women and told 
them,"Failure is impossible." 

http://www.history.rochester.edu/class/sba/first.htm



Clara Barton
1821—1912

 Clara Barton‘s avocation began when she was 40 years 
old at the beginning of the Civil War.

 She served the Union by gathering and distributing 
supplies to the soldiers.

 In these early efforts, she became aware of the need for 
nurses in the battlefield.

 She broke free of her combat service support and 
began assisting surgeons and was acclaimed as
―the angel of the battlefield.‖

http://americancivilwar.com/women/cb.html



Elizabeth Blackwell
1821–1910

 Elizabeth Blackwell was the first 
American woman to earn  a 
medical degree. 

 She attended Geneva College in 
New York after being rejected by 
the major medical schools due to 
her gender.

 Dr. Blackwell later founded a 
medical college to train women 
physicians. 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/blackwell/index.html



Mary Baker Eddy
1821—1910

 Mary Baker Eddy is the only American woman to 
found a lasting American-based religion, the 
Church of Christ, Scientist.  She succeeded in 
popularizing the Christian Scientist movement.

 She met Dr. Phineas Quimby, whose tutelage led 
Mary to believe that the cause and cure of disease 
was psycho-physiological.

 In 1875 she opened a "Christian Scientists' Home" 
in Lynn, Massachusetts and soon began holding 
public services. 

 She participated in the founding of the Christian 
Science Publishing Society and published the first 
edition of Science and Health.

http://www.marybakereddylibrary.org/



Dorothea Dix
1802—1887 

 Dorothea Dix was a champion of the mentally ill 
and confronted the reality that the mentally ill were 
stashed in deplorable circumstances within prisons, 
poorhouses, reformatories, and homes. 

 After the attack on Fort Sumter in 1861, Dix offered 
her services to the Union Army and worked without 
pay throughout the war.

 Following the war, Dix shared in founding 32 of 123 
mental hospitals in the country—an increase of 110 
facilities since 1843. 

 When Dorothea was 80, she succumbed to illness 
and went to live in one of the guest rooms of the 
state mental hospital in Trenton, New Jersey.

http://www.civilwarhome.com/dixbio.htm



Harriet Beecher Stowe 
1811—1896 

 Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  She 
helped galvanize the abolitionist movement and some 
believed contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War.

 Stow authored poetry, essays, and non-fiction books as 
well. Her second antislavery novel in 1856 was entitled, 
Dread: A Tale of the Great Dismal Swamp—A less 
optimistic novel about a peaceful abolition of slavery.

 Her later works did not win the same acclaim as Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, she still managed to publish novels, 
essays, and a volume of religious poems. In 1862, she 
published Pearls of Orr’s Island; Old-Town Folks was 
released in 1869; and her last novel was Poganuc 
People, in 1878.

http://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/



Elizabeth Cady Stanton
1815—1902

 An activist for women‘s rights and antislavery fronts, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott were refused 
permission to speak at the World Antislavery 
Convention in London.

 Stanton said later, "We resolved to hold a convention as 
soon as we returned home and form a society to 
advocate the rights of women." 

 Eight years later, Stanton and Mott organized the first 
women's suffrage convention in the United States. 

 The meeting's Declaration of Sentiments, modeled after 
the Declaration of Independence, spelled out demands 
for equality.  That declaration spread the fire of a 
revolution that would reach every part of society.

http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=149



Early to Mid 1900s

Where were the Women
Coming on Strong



Helen Keller
1880—1968

 When Helen Keller was 19 months old, an illness left 
her deaf, blind, and mute.  Helen‘s mother sent for a 
special teacher.

 Formerly blind Anne Sullivan was able to break 
through Helen‘s disabilities and discovered multiple 
means of communicating.
More than eager to learn, Helen learned to read not 

only English but French, German, Greek, and Latin 
in Braille. 

Helen earned her bachelor's degree at Radcliffe, 
where Sullivan accompanied her to every class, and 
spelled out the lectures into her hand.

 She learned to speak by feeling her teacher‘s mouth 
as Anne spoke. 

http://www.helenkellerbirthplace.org/



Helen wrote poetry, toured on a lecture circuit, and 
published an autobiography, The Story of My Life. 

She became a member of the Socialist Party and 
supported controversial groups like the Industrial 
Workers of the World, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, and Margaret Sanger's birth control 
crusade. 

She served as a living 
testimony to the capabilities
of a group once assumed to
be retarded and helpless.

Helen Keller



Eleanor Roosevelt
1884—1962 

 A champion of human rights, Eleanor Roosevelt 
strove to improve the various causes of women as well 
as those of African-American people, the poor, and 
the unemployed. 

 She joined the League of Women Voters, worked with 
trade union women, and pressed for women's causes 
within the Democratic Party. 

 After her husband's death in 1945, President Truman 
named her U.S. Delegate to the United Nations.  

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, was 
adopted in 1948, largely due to her work, and the 
delegates rose in a standing ovation for her. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eleanor/



Pearl S. Buck 
1892—1973

 Pearl Comfort Sydenstricker Buck was the child of 
American missionaries and grew up in China.

 Her family was caught up in the turmoil of modern 
China and in 1927 she narrowly escaped with her life 
from an angry mob, leaving behind an early 
manuscript.

 Her novel, The Good Earth (1931), rocketed her from 
obscurity to international fame.  The Good Earth sold 
nearly two million copies and was translated into thirty 
languages.  She was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1938.

 Buck was active in civil rights and women‘s rights and 
published in magazines promoted by NAACP and the 
Urban League.

http://www.english.upenn.edu/Projects/Buck/biography.html



Babe 
Didrikson Zaharias

1911—1956 

 Mildred 'Babe' Didrikson Zaharias was one of the great 
athletes of all time.  The Associated Press voted her the 
Greatest Female Athlete of the first half of the 20th 
century. 

 She excelled in every sport she tried including 
basketball, track, golf, baseball, tennis, swimming, 
diving, boxing, volleyball, handball, bowling, billiards, 
skating, and cycling.

 The wire service also voted her Female Athlete of the 
Year six times—once for her track dominance and five 
times for her golfing prowess. She was a founding 
member of the Ladies Professional Golf Association



Muriel F. Siebert
1938– Present

 Muriel Siebert known as ―The First Woman of 
Finance,‖ held the first seat owned by a woman on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

 She created the Siebert Philanthropic Program.  A 
program that lets investors help charities in their own 
communities.

 Although she didn't finish college, she holds 18 
honorary doctorate degrees and received countless 
awards and honors throughout her career.

http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=143



Rosa Parks
1913—2005

 Rosa Parks refused to give up 
her seat to a white person on a 
crowded bus and set in motion 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

 She was a strong advocate for 
human rights issues.

http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0pro-1



Amelia Earhart
1897—1937 

 As a child Amelia Earhart learned that she loved 
heights on the Ferris wheel at the St. Louis World‘s 
Fair.

 She bought her first airplane in 1920 and shortly 
thereafter in 1922, broke the woman‘s altitude 
record.

 The first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean, 
she opened the skies to other women. 

 In 1937, while attempting to become the first 
person to fly around the world, Earhart‘s plane 
disappeared over the Pacific Ocean.

http://www.ameliaearhart.com/



Late 1900s

Where were the Women??
HERE!



Ella Fitzgerald
1918—1996 

 Ella Fitzgerald was one of the greatest jazz singers of all 
time.

 Fitzgerald was an inspiration for her lifetime of good 
works:
 She was awarded honorary doctorate degrees, 12 Grammy 

Awards, and numerous other awards  including the 
Whitney M. Young, Jr. Award, for building bridges among 
races and generations—the first woman to receive it.

 She also received the Presidential Medal of Freedom and 
was the first pop singer to receive the Lincoln Centre 
Medallion, previously awarded only to internationally-
famed classical musicians.

 Yet, thoughts of Ella bring to mind a pure, passionate, 
creative voice, and the soul behind it.  Her life told the 
story of someone who knew about life, love, hope and 
courage.

http://www.ellafitzgerald.com/



Sandra Day O‘Connor
1930—Present

 Born in El Paso, Texas in 1930, Sandra Day O‘Connor 
spent her early youth on a sprawling ranch in Arizona.

 Graduated from law school with high honors in 1952,  
O‘Connor had difficulty finding a job as a lawyer as did 
many other women lawyers of the time.

 She worked in Arizona‘s Attorney General‘s Office and 
was elected to Arizona‘s State Senate.

 President Ronald Reagan appointed her to the 
Supreme Court in 1981—the first woman Justice of the 
Supreme Court.

 She retired from the courts in 2006.

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/justices/oconnor.bio.html



Dr. Sally Ride
1951—Present

 Dr. Sally Ride graduated from Stanford in 1978 in 
Physics, and became an Astronaut candidate in 1978.

 In 1985, the mission she was preparing for was 
cancelled due to the Challenger accident—she served on 
the Presidential committee to investigate the accident. 

 In 1989, Ride joined the faculty at University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD) as a Professor of Physics 
and Director of the UCSD‘s Space Institute.

 In 2001 she founded her own company, Sally Ride 
Science [http://www.sallyridescience.com] to pursue 
her longtime passion of motivating girls and young 
women to pursue careers in science, math, and 
technology.  

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/ride-sk.html

http://www.sallyridescience.com/


Geraldine Ferraro
1935 —Present

 Geraldine Ferraro was born to Italian 
immigrants in Newburgh, New York.

 She attended Marymount College and 
Fordham Law School.

 She became the Assistant District Attorney in 
Queens, New York in 1974 and was elected to 
the House of Representatives in 1978.

 She became the secretary of the Democratic 
party in 1980 and in 1984 became the first 
woman Vice-Presidential candidate. 

http://www.greatwomen.org/women.php?action=viewone&id=61



Top Women Chief 
Executive Officers

 Catherine Elizabeth "Cathy" Hughes, Radio 
Personality, Executive

 Mary Kay Ash, Business Executive
 Marjorie Scardino, Business Executive
 Shelly Lazarus, Chairman, Ogilvy & Mather
 Andrea Jung, President & CEO, Avon Products
 Cathleen Black, President, Hearst Magazines 

Division
 Anne Mulcahy, Chairman and Chief Executive 

Officer,  Xerox Corporation
 Brenda Barnes, Chief Executive Officer,  Sara Lee
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